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é DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES

JAN ] 4 ZUDU Food and Drug Administration

Rockville MD 20857
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Ms. Edna Paine
15 Pond St.
Medway, MA 02053

Dear Ms. Paine:

This is in response to your letter dated December 27, 1999, addressed to Dr. Sundlof,
concerning the use of antibiotics in farm animals.

The Center for Veterinary Medicine (CVM) is a public health organization under the
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) which helps to ensure the safety of the food
supply and assists in providing for the heaith care needs of animals through the
approval and post-approval monitoring of safe and effective animal drugs, medical
devices, and feeds.

The use of drugs in livestock and poultry is strictly regulated. Before any dfug intended
for use in animals is approved, it must undergo extensive chemical and toxicological
testing which must demonstrate that the food from these animals is safe for human

consumption.

Thank you for sharing your concerns on this issue. | am forwarding your letter to
Dockets Management Branch for inclusion in Docket Number 99P-0485 -- Rescmd
Approval of Subtherapeutic Antibiotic Use in Livestock.

Sincerely yours,

Aer d Kzrsio

Karen A. Kandra
Consumer Safety Officer
Center for Veterinary Medicine
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